THE TRUE GEORGE WASHINGTON

dinner, and gave success to the navigation of the
Potomac for his toasts, which he has very much at
heart. . . . After Tea General Washington retired
to his study and left us with the ... rest of the
Company. If he had not been anxious to hear the
news of Congress from Mr. Lee, most probably he
would not have returned to supper, but gone to bed
at his usual hour, nine o'clock, for he seldom makes
any ceremony. We had a very elegant supper about
that time. The General with a few glasses of cham-
pagne got quite merry, and being with his intimate
friends laughed and talked a good deal. Before
strangers he is very reserved, and seldom says a
word. I was fortunate in being in his company with
his particular acquaintances. ... At 12 I had the
honor of being lighted up to my bedroom by the
General himself."

This break on the evening hours was quite unusual,
Washington himself saying in one place that nine
o'clock was his bedtime, and he wrote of his hours
after dinner, "the usual time of setting at table, a
walk, and tea, brings me within the dawn of candle-
light ; previous to which, if not prevented by com-
pany I resolve, that as soon as the glimmering taper
supplies the place of the great luminary, I will retire
to my writing table and acknowledge the letters I
have received; but when the lights were brought, I
feel tired and disinclined to engage in this work,
conceiving that the next night will do as well. The
next comes, and with it the same causes for post-
ponement, and effect, and so on."

The foregoing allusion to Washington's conver-ent the bottle about pretty freely after attended at the seat of government by the
